1 Simon Barton, The Aristocracy in Twelfth-Century Leόn and Castile (Cambridge, 1997) , pp. 275-77 is the most recent introduction to the man and the sources.
2 Juan A. Estévez Sola, ed., "Chronica Naierensis, " in Chronica Hispana Saeculi XII, Pars II, CCCM 71A (Turnholt, 1995) , pp. lxviii-lxxix, (hereafter CN). Nevertheless, he also suggests the possibility that the work was of much earlier composition and was subsequently redacted and additions made that account for the later dating of a work whose narration of events ends with the death of Alfonso VI of Leόn-Castile in 1109. This tentative suggestion was based on some particulars of the manuscript tradition. The most recent discovery, by the same editor, of a new manuscript, is irrelevant to the question of a redaction: "Un nuevo manuscrito de la Chronica Naierensis, " Scriptorium 55 (2002) (Oxford, 1993) , pp. 128-29. There is also the most useful translation and discussion of Simon Barton and Richard Fletcher, "Historia Silense" in The World of El Cid (Manchester, 2000) , pp. 9-64. bernard f. reilly but again without mentioning the count. 4 Because of the regional nature of its focus it is less surprising that Count Pedro does not figure in the Historia Compostelana completed after 1139.
5 On the other hand, he is absent as well from the "Crόnicas anόnimas de Sahagún" that treat a development and an area with which he must, even then, have been concerned in some degree. 6 The final, presently known historical work usually held to be of twelfth-century composition, the Chronica Adefonsi Imperatoris, began its account after the death of Count Pedro in 1117 and made no reference to him.
7
Insofar as we know, the importance of Count Pedro Ansúrez must have grown slowly, in popular tales rather than clerical and literary products, until it was first noted in the Chronica Naieriensis after 1185. It must be said that he made only a "cameo" appearance there. It was said only that the count accompanied the defeated King Alfonso VI into exile in Toledo in 1072, and that he had been the young Alfonso's guardian. By contrast, the whole relation of the episode of struggle over the royal succession between 1068 and 1072 was so framed as to make Rodrigo Diáz de Vivar, El Cid, its epic hero, complete with stirring speeches as well as hardy deeds. 8 That perspective, emphasizing as much as could be the relative importance of all things Castilian in contrast to those Leonese, accords well with the putative assignment of authorship to a monk of the area of the Rioja, perhaps of Nájera, familiar with the works of Cluny and Paris as well as those of Iberian provenance.
9 But that same emphasis upon things Castilian would also reinforce the argument for the composition of the Chronica in the period well after the 1157 division of the kingdom following the death of Alfonso VII,
